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Two years ago we had the good fortune  
of travelling to Venezuela to meet 

Maestro José Antonio Abreu, and to get  
to know his El Sistema project first 

hand – it was an overwhelming experi-
ence from both the musical and human 
points of view. Consequently, it became 
our greatest desire to bring El Sistema 

to Salzburg, to introduce this fascinating 
orchestra and choir programme to  

you all. Thanks to the support of the  
Erste Stiftung, the Hilti Stiftung and the  

Red Bull Media House, this dream has 
now become a reality. Six musical en-

sembles, with a total of 1300 children and 
youths, will bring you closer to Maestro 
Abreu’s far-reaching vision. Thanks to 

Leica, we are able to offer you a very  
special look into the world of El Sistema 

 – throughout the following pages you  
will take a journey to Venezuela with us, 

getting to know El Sistema first hand  
on its home ground.

Helga Rabl-Stadler, Alexander Pereira 
(President & Intendant of the Salzburg Festival)
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 To protect the children and youths, most of the names in  
the articles have been changed by the editors.
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